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CHAPTER I1

THE PROBLEM AND

definitions OF TERMS USED

several studies have been conducted concerning various charac-

teristics of teachers in the seminaries of the church of jesus christ of

latterdaylatter saintsday most of these studies have focused on personality

characteristics teaching techniques and studentteacherstudent relationshipsteacher

very little has been done to determine the extent of academic or subject

matter preparation of these teachers

I1 THE PROBLEM

need for the study teachers in the releasedtimereleased seminarytime

program of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday have been

expected to hold a bachelors degree in the field of their choice and to

obtain a public school teaching certificate because no undergraduate

degree in religious education has been given in the school system of the

church subjectmattersubject requirementsmatter for a bachelors degree and for a

teaching certificate had to be filled in subjects other than those taught

in the seminary program the question was raised as to what subject

matter preparation seminary teachers had in the subjects they were

expected to teach inasmuch as these teachers were expected to main-

tain professional standards especially in those areas where high school

credit was allowed for some seminary courses it seemed apparent that

this question needed to be answered

stu

te ristics
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semesebe ste r hourhourshounshoun of college credit have the teacheteachers

received in the areas of book of mormon old testament new testa-
ment and church history and doctrine

2 to what extent have the standard works been studied by the

teachers

3 how many books which were considered to be basic sources

have been read by the teachers

4 what were some of the otherothe experiences that contributed

to the teachersteachers1 preparation in subject matter

5 what evidence of yearly growth as indicated by semester

hours of college credit received and books read was shown by the

teachers during their first five years of teaching

also sought was a standard of comparison that could be used to

make a meaningful evaluation of the data gathered

II11 definitions OF TERMS USED

subjectmattersubject preparationmatterbatter subjectmattersubject preparationmatter has

been interpreted to include all academic training reading study and

other experiences that have contributed to the teachers knowledge and

understanding of the subject mattermattebatterbatte taughtr in seminarysubjsuba a ct

2

statement of the problemproblem the purpose of this study was to

determine as far as possible the extent of the subjectmattersubject prepara-

tion

matter

of fulltimefull seminarytime teachers in the areas of book of mormon

old testament new testament and church history and doctrine

answeanswersansbe to the followingallowing questionsque werestionsscions soughtwe

1

re

how many semestersebester

roblem

ook

r s f

s r s

r exile riencefience s

sub ectact

unde r standing

1
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fulltime teachers in this study fulltimefull teacherstime were

teachers in the seminaries of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

who taught regular releasedtimereleased seminarytime classes throughout

the school year this usually involved a usual day of at least five

classes for each teacher

standard works the bible the book of mormon the doctrine

and covenants and the pearl of great price are books regarded as

scripture by members of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day

these books are often referred to as the standard works of the

church

the church throughout this study the church of jesus

christ of latterdaylatter saintsday has usually been referred to as the church

III111IHililii delimitations OF THE STUDY

this study attempted to determine subjectmattersubject preparationmatter

only insofar as it was indicated by college credits received extent of

study in the standard works reported books read and other experi-

ences considered valuable which were reported no attempt was made

to determine the teachersteachers1 depth of understanding the amount of knowl-

edge they had actually gained or their ability to transmit knowledge to

the studentsstudent

this study was limited to a random sampling of seminary

teachers who were teaching during the 196719681967 school1968 year and who

had taught for five years or less in the seminary program of the church

3

the se

s

full time

1
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CHAPTER II11

REVIEW OF RELATED literature

the purpose of this chapter was twofold it was designed to

provide a brief review of related literature and to provide a standard of

comparison inasmuch as no official standard of subjectmattersubject prepa-

ration

matter

had been developed for seminary teachers in the church an

effort was made to draw from the literature a standard that was accept-

able to those who were responsible for directing the seminary program

this standard was used as a basis for evaluatingevaluatingthe the data gathered in

thithisthl study

because fulltimefull seminarytime teachers were expected to be well

qualified professional teachers and because many school districts

allowed credit for some seminary classes to count toward high school

graduation it was assumed that standards for seminary teachers needed

to conform in many respects to standards set up for public school

teachers trends and recommendations in teacher certification and

preparation then were considered to be important to the seminary

program and this chapter begins by examining some of these trends and

recommendations the second section is a brief review of the relation-

ship between the seminary program and the public schools particularly

where credit is concerned statements of leaders of the church and

administrators of the seminary program pertaining to desired standards

of preparation are included in the third section the fourth section

contains a list of criteria used in the selection of seminary teachers

and some discussion of these criteria

s
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I1 TRENDS AND recommendations IN THE

PUBLIC SCHOOLS

the whole field of public education has been the center of much

attention in recent years critical evaluation has been made of almost

every aspect of education and the aspect with which this study is con-

cerned the academic or subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of teachers has

not been neglected

all this attention and evaluation has not led to a consensus of

opinion among education leaders however myron lieberman has noted

that there is still debate and disagreement as to the broad purposes of

education and indicates that this disagreement is one cause of debate

on the question of how much subject preparation or method preparation

is desirable broudy has expressed the idea that it is difficult to

determine desirable standards of preparation because the place of sub-

ject matter in education is in question

to the detriment of the whole enterprise of teacher preparation
educationists have not been and even today are not clear on the role
of subject matter in instruction there is no agreement as to
whether the pupil ought to learn some specific content from some
standard discipline a method of thinking an attitude of being crit-
ical about life in general or the knack of getting along with his
fellows usually schoolmen vow to work for all of them in such
a confusion even with the best of intentions it is difficult to decide
just what competence the teacher should have and just what knowl-
edge or training would provide it for it is one thing to train

myron lieberman the future of public education chicago
the university of chicago press 1960 ch 2

I1

1myronjmyron

5

publicschools
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3theathe assignmentassilinment and misassignmentmisassilynmentassignmentMismls of

4ibidbibid
I1 p 12

teachers to teach hamlethamiet quite another to teach good citizenship by
the use of hamlet

one point upon which there was general agreement among edu-

cators is that there was far too much misassignmentassignmentmis of teachers by

school administrators A committee working under the direction of the

national education association found that the practice of misassignmentassignmentmis

was prevalent throughout the united states this committee gave the

following definition of a proper assignment which was used as a stan-

dard of comparison

A proper assignment is one in which the teachers education in
subject matter and methodology his experience and his physical
and psychological condition are appropriate for maximum effective-
ness in his teaching situation misassignmentassignmentmismlsbis constitutes a violation
of any of the conditions of proper assignment J

according to the report of the committee 59 percent of the teachers

misassignedmis wereassigned lacking in subject matter competence appropriate to
4grade level andor subject taught A position paper published by the

national education association recommended that teachers adminis-

trators and other specialists should be assigned only to positions for

which they are fully qualified by preparation and license 11 the paper

also encouraged members of the teaching profession to accept only

harry S broudy criteria for the professional preparation of
teachers the journal of teacher education XVI december 1965 412

the american teachers A
summary of the complete report of the special committee on the assign-
ment of teachers of the national commission on teacher education and
professional standards washington D C national education associa-
tion of the united states 1965 p 10

4ibid

6

misassignmentsonstitutes

2

trators
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ppap 121312

paul

13

H masoner A design for teacher education horace
mann lecture 1963 pittsburgh university of pittsburgh press 1963
p 23

aa5a position paper on teacher education national commis sionslon
on teacher education and professional standards washington D C

6ibidbibid

7paulapaul

those assignments for which they are qualified the question still

arises however as to how one can determine when he is fully quali-

fied

this question has been dealt with from many points of view

and a review of some of these points of view constitute the remainder

of this section the national education association position paper

referred to in the preceedingproceedingprece paragrapheding contained one recommendation

for preparation this paper stated that in addition to work in general

education and professional study teachers should engage in specialized

study in one major field of learning suchuch specialization should be

thorough enough to enable each teacher to continue formal study beyond

the bachelors degree this idea was supported by masoner who

stated

it is clear that the competent teacher must have an opportunity to
explore in depth and breadth the field which he is to teach this
means more than the typical undergraduate major which often
permits random selection of courses that merely accumulate a
required number of hours or credits 7

masoner felt that the opportunity to explore in greater depth one or two

aspects of his field and to do advanced study at the graduate level will

A

national education association of the united states 1963 p 24

ibid

7

6

commission

2 3
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8jamesajames

8

give confidence to a teacher that grows out of real strength in the subject

to be taught conant also felt that shallow knowledge of a subject was

not enough he felt that if colleges do not give student teachenteacherteachers suffi-

cient depth the student teachers will not be motivated to go on more on

their own

lieberman contended that knowledge of subject matter was not

only important but it was perhaps most important if a teacher was to

be successful he disagreed with what he called the commonly stated

viewpoint that the teachers attitude toward children is the most important

characteristic of good teachers

the truth is that a persons attitudes toward working with
children are a relatively useless criterion of his success as a
teacher what is most important and here I1 am speaking primarily
but not exclusively of highschoolhigh teachersschool is the teachers
knowledge of and interest in the subject he teaches 9

morris L cogan did not state that knowledge of subject matter

was most important but he left little doubt that to him such knowl-

edge was important cogan added a new thought to the subject by point-

ing out that due to the acceleration of knowledge in todays world it

was almost impossible to learn all the facts about a subject however

he stated

if the teacher cannot truly know his major in the sense of
encyclopedic mastery of data details doctrine principles and

0
jamesjabes bryant conant the education of american teachers

new york toronto london mcgrawhillmcgraw hilihill book company inc
1963 p 106

Q

lieberman op cit p 83

8

1963p

glieberman
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ocessesodesses
b

onallconall

laws then it is clear that he blast know first the processes by
which one comes to know a discipline and second which knowledge
promises him the greatest mileage in using what he knows and in
learning what he does not know to have command of the 20jgg
by which one comes t know meansbeansnaerae toansens commandcom themaridmarldbarid tools anctmodlet
of analysis the conceptual schemes by which ones discipline orga-
nizes itself and the evidence and the logic on which conceptual
frames are erected 10

cogan

s

also felt that part of the value of academic training was learning

what not to teach he discussed the problem as follows

the teachers study of his discipline must also prepare him to
make decisions about what is not appropriate for him to teach why
have so many english teachers never learned that they are not
competent to deal technically with concepts of social class or with
oedipus complexes why do so many spinster teachers feel they
are fully qualified to teach about sex education and marriage prob-
lems in sum why do so many teachers meddle with ideas and
issues they are not qualified to deal with A good part of the
answer is that they have never in the study of their discipline learned
not to trespass beyond the boundaries of their expertise and compe-
tence yet this kind of necessary scholarly humility is undoubtedly
best learned through the study of a discipline 11

all of these various viewpoints emphasized a need for increas-

ing the level of knowledge among teachers while not all educators

agreed on allailali the specifics of teacher preparation most seemed to agree

that a good knowledge of the subject matter to be taught was important

this general agreement was manifested in the trends in certification

requirements in the various states according to conant the states

were moving toward increasing certification requirements chiefly in the

stanley elam ed improving teacher education in the
united states bloomington indiana phi delta kappa incorporated
1967 p 109

bidibid p 114

9

pr
to inct modesbodes

10

11

insan
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10

areas of general education and subjectmattersubject specializationmatter since

the wave of protest that followed the launching of the first soviet

sputnickskutnickSp nutnick wrote conant the trend is clearly toward higher intellecintellect
12tual standards n this view was confirmed by kinney who found in

1967 that

revisions in certification requirements reveal a continuing trend
toward a a growing emphasis on academic preparation b an
increasing multiplicity of positions for which specific preparation
is required 3

this trend toward increasing requirements has caused some

changes in the training programs of many states and there was a

definite trend in many areas toward a five year program the national

education association recommended this change stating

to allow sufficient time for general education electives
substantive specialization in teaching fields and sound profes-
sional preparation including supervised teaching and field
experiences both elementary and secondary school teachers need
five years of preparation between high school and their own pro-
fessional service

conant noted this trend toward a five year requirement but added a

word of caution he pointed out that one would be deceived if he con-

cluded that most teachers in many states will soon have had five years

of preparation these were relatively recent provisions and they were

not retroactive conant also explained that most of the states would

i 0
conant op cit p 46

13 lucien B kinney trends in certification practices for
secondary schools n11 the high school journal L march 1967 316

14A position paper on teacher education N E A p 11

prote st f fir st

clear 1y

13

11

12

pa er

fess ional

ay
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merelberelbereiav1v

11

still allow persons with less preparation to teach on an emergency

basis and went on to state in all the states we surveyed a number

of teachers with less than four years of preparation are in the class
15rooms

whether teachers were engaged in a five year program or not

it appeared imperative that their preparation should always continue

the teacher must come to recognize for himself wrote masoner

that education and growth and development toward the excellence that

the profession demands is a neverendingnever processending subjectmatter

preparation is the subject of this pointed comment by combs

effective preparation in subject matter is not just a question
of the accumulation of credits it is the development of an attitude
of continued research and discovery teachers are not merelyberely
disseminators of subject matter they are participants in it Y

some leading educators saw a need for something more than

just increased requirements lieberman discussed the problem of

different levels of training needed to teach different subjects and
i 0

suggested the need for more flexibility in training programs conant

attacked certification programs as they existed contending that there

was no assurance of a teachers competence when only his certification

was considered he wrote that

15 conant op cit 1 p 44

masoner op cit p 14

17arthur W combs the professional education of teachers
boston allyallynailynn and bacon inc 1965 p 53

1 ft
lieberman op cit P ppePPO 798379 83

1115

1116

18

C onantanant 0

16

18 11

M

subject matter
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12

even if the teacher has met full state certification requirements
the public knows only that someone has looked at a formal descrip-
tion of courses and may have examined the formal credentials of
the instructor there is no conclusive evidence that any specific
course improves teaching ability if the student has been trained
in a firstratefirst institutionrate it maybay be that competent people observed
him teach in a wellconceivedwell practiceteachingconceived situation but then
again it may not be 9

conant took the position that the ultimate test for certification should

be ow the teacher actually performs j a classroom as judged by

experienced teachers 11 and based his re commendationrecornxnendations s for teacher

training and certification on this principle

accreditation standards in utah idaho and arizona most of

the fulltimefull seminarytime teachers in the church were employed in utah

idaho and arizona schools in utah and idaho the two states where

credit was allowed for some seminary classes were associated with

the northwest association of secondary and higher schools in order

that the standard of comparison in this chapter might be more complete

the requirements for certification in utah idaho and arizona and the

standards for preparation of teachers followed by the northwest

association have been included for better clarity the specific

requirements for certification in the field of social science have been

listed this field appeared more closely related to religious instruc-

tion classes in seminary than any other

1 Q

conant op cit p 55

ibid I1 ppap 56725672056 72720

practice teaching
19

how in

20

19 5 5

20
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13

utah secondary school teacher basic professional

requirements bachelors degree with 34 of total credits in a
teaching major and minor or composite major in subjects taught
in utah secondary schools and 17 in professional education in-
cluding student teaching and psychology of learning

social science basic requirement was fortytwoforty semestertwo hours
22minimum requirement was fortytwoforty semestertwo hours

idaho standard secondary

requirements bachelors degree professional education 20
including student teaching 6 methods and materials 3 educa-

tional psychology or child growth and development 3 foundations
or principles of education 3 preparation in two fields with not
less than 30 in the major and 20 in the minor

social science basic requirement was thirty semester hours mini
24mum requirement was twenty semester hours

arizona secondarsecondary temporary

requirements bachelors degree including general education 40
communication behavioral sciences science and mathematics

humanities health teaching major 30 professional education 22
psychological and philosophical foundations curriculum and

methods of the special field student teaching in grades 7127 or12
two years of experience arizona and U S constitutions elec-
tive s 25

21
T M stinnett A manualamanual on certification requirements for

school personnel in the united states 1967 edition washington DC
national education association of the united states 1967 p 165

ibid p 63

ibid p 106

24ibid p 63

ibid p p 89

3410

in
21

inthe 23

d D C

22

23

6 3

25
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social science basic requirement was thirty semester hours minimum
7 A

requirement was eighteen semester hours

standards for preparation of teachers listed by the northwest

association of secondary and higher schools are as follows

all teachers must satisfy the following minimum requirements
1 graduation from a college or university approved by the north-
west association of secondary and higher schools or by a similar
accrediting association or by the educational authorities of a
state except that teachers of special subjects who meet the
requirements established by the state for certification of such
special subjects shall be considered eligible
2 professional training of at least 21 quarter or 14 semester
hours of education this training shall include work in the fields
of educational psychology methods and practice teaching
teachers of special subjects who meet the requirements set up by
the state for certification of such special subjects shall be consid-
ered eligible
3 subject matter preparation in each of their teaching fields as
follows

in most subjects the minimum requirement was twentyfourtwenty quarterfour

hours social studies requirements were listed as twentyfourtwenty quarterfour
27hours including nine quarter hours in each specific subject taught

an exception to the requirements was listed as follows

teachers who do not meet the preparation requirements as
stated in section A 1 2 and 3 of this standard but who have had
exceptional training in the specific subjects to be taught and who
have demonstrated unusually successful teaching ability during a
period of not less than two years may present such evidence to
the state committee in writing and ifff desired by the committee

A

ibid p 63

27 the northwest association of secondary and higher schools
commission on secondary schools handbook standards for accredi-
tation constitution issued by the northwest association of secon-
dary and higher schools 1965 ppap 272827 28

26

1

26
6 3

secon
second
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15

in a personal interview upon recommendation of the state com-
mittee such teachers shall be considered eligible for teaching of
such subject

II11 relationship BETWEEN THE SEMINARY

PROGRAM AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS

the only official connection between the seminary program

and the public schools was in the granting of credit and this was not

done in all school districts all other relationships were on a more or

less mutual cooperation basis and were not treated in this thesis

the allowing of credit for certain seminary classes in utah

received approval from the utah state board of education in 1916

according to minutes of said board dated january 5 1916 and cited

in a masters thesis by A theodore tuttle these minutes read as

follows

the question having been presented as to whether state high
schools might allow credit for bible study done in private schools
the following resolution was adopted credit for bible history and
literature to the extent of one unit may be accepted by any state
high school toward graduation provided such subject has been
persuedpursued for the same length of time and with the same thorough-
ness required for the same credit in any other subject and pro-
vided further that the teacher of such subject shall have full high
school certification or its equivalent 9

this statement has been the basis for allowing credit for bible study in

90
ibid p p 28

29A theodore tuttle released time religious education
program of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday unpub-
lished masters thesis leland stanford junior university 1949 p
66

28

29

28
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utah to the present time the option of whether to allow credit has

been left with each school district

similar conditions existed in the state of idaho ernest L

wilkinson cited a letter from alton B jones state superintendent of

public instruction to mr rex lawson minister rupert idaho

february 1 1956 giving more details about the situation in idaho

this letter states in part

I1 find that released time in the public schools for religious
education has been allowed consecutively for more than the past
25 years the principle responsibility for released time has
rested with the local boards of education A limited credit allow-
ance has been approved under bible literature or bible history

these released time programs of instruction must be con-
ducted off campus that is no public school property or building
shall be used courses shall be supported by the religious group
sponsoring the training students are to have written permission
from their parents to attend religious classes on a released time
basis the teacher must be certified or licensed under existing
teacher certification requirements

the requirements listed for allowing of credit in both utah and

idaho made it imperative that seminary teachers who taught classes for

which credit was allowed be fully certified and be as well prepared as

possible to teach the subjects assigned to them in a study completed

in 1958 kerry heinz compared the training and certification of latter
day saint seminary teachers with that of public secondary school

ernest L wilkinson the point of view and practice of
the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday relative to shared
time I1 released time I1 and school credit for churchtaughtchurch
classes

taught
given at a panel discussion at the university of utah salt

lake city utah may 1 1963 p 23

30

30
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teachers in states where there are released time seminaries one of

the conclusions given in this study is as follows

latterdaylatter saintday teachers had completed more years of col-
lege training than had the public secondary schoolchool teachers included
in this study possibly as a result of this latterdaylatter saintday semi-
naries had 1 5 per cent more of their teachers with some type of
a degree 2.424 per cent more of their teachers with masters
degrees and 5.454 per cent more of their teachers who were properly
certified than did the public secondary schools included in this
study therefore it is concluded that latterdaylatter saintday seminary
teachers are better trained for these positions and are more
nearly complying with the state certification laws than are public
secondary school teachers included in this study 31

whether this conclusion would be valid at the present time is not known

III111lii statements OF CHURCH LEADERS AND

SEMINARY administrators

the statements of church and seminary leaders stressed a

somewhat different approach to the subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of

seminary teachers than that stressed by public education leaders for

public school teachers the statements included in this section explain

rather clearly the views of the church and of those responsible for

directing the seminary program and need little explanation or com-

ment

A statement by J reuben clarkdarkmark jr who was a member of

the first presidency of the church and a member of the church board

kerry M heinz A study of the state certification and the
academic qualifications of teachers in the latterdaylatter saintday semi-
naries and in the public secondary schools of the states in which thereare fulltimefull latterdaylattertime saintday seminaries unpublished masters
field project brigham young university 1958 p 61

s

2 4

31

24
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of education at the time the statement was given has been used as a

guiding principle in the seminary program for nearly three decades

president clarkdarkmark said

the first requisite of a teacher for teaching these principles
is a personal testimony of their truth no amount of learning no
amount of study and no number of scholastic degrees can take
the place of this testimony which is the sine qua non of the
teacher in our church school system no teacher who does not
have a real testimony of the truth of the gospel as revealed to and
believed by the latterdaylatter saintsday and a testimony of the sonship
and messiahship of jesus and of the divine mission of joseph
smith including in all its reality the first vision has any place
in the church school system

president clarkdarkmark went on to define limits within which church teachers

are expected to work

you do have an interest in matters purely cultural and in mat-
ters of purely secular knowledge but I1 repeat again for emphasis
your chief interest your essential and all but sole duty is to
teach the gospel of the lord jesus christ as that has been revealed
in these latter days you are to teach this gospel using as your
sources and authorities the standard works of the church and the
words of those whom god has called to lead his people in these
last days

you are not to teach the philosophies of the world ancient or
modern pagan or christian for this is the field of the public
schools your qle field is the gospel and that is boundless in
its own sphere

twenty years after the above message was given A theodore

tuttle who was an assistant administrator in the department of

32 J reuben clarkdarkmark jr the charted course of the church in
education address delivered to seminary and institute leaders august
8

ua

32 y
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seminaries and institutes of religion reaffirmed the admonition of

president clarkdarkmark

I1 would refer you once again to thetho message which president clark
left us the things of the temporal are public domain and should
largely be left alone by you the things of the spirit are our domain
and the thingsthing with which we should dealdeai

with this statement as a background tuttle went on to discuss some of

the needs of the seminary and institute programs suggesting that the

first need was for scholarship however scholarship as used in this

instance had a broader definition than the scholarship generally

referred to in academic circles tuttle explained it this way

though scholarship means degrees it does not mean those only
it means an acquaintance with the things of the spirit and they
are the things with which we ought to begin and end I1 am sure
you all remember the counsel of brother adam S bennion who
said that we ought to spend some time each day in the presence of
the prophets and of the master

william E berrett administrator of the department of

seminaries and institutes of religion further explained the nature of

this gospel scholarship 11 or spiritual scholarship 11 which teachers

in the church schools are expected to exemplify

the prophet joseph in his studies came to realize the one thing
which all scholarship in this church should realize that there is
more than one source of knowledge you may gain knowledge from
people around you from books others have written from

34A theodore tuttle men with A message address
delivered to seminary and institute faculty brigham young univer-
sity provo utah 1958 p 5

ibid f p 6
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experiences they have had but you may also raingain knowledge
directly from god when approached in faith

the search for truth in spiritual realms has always intrigued
man but only those who have sought the truth through the channel
of revelation from god have ever found the search productive
those who have sought to find intelligence and purpose in the
universe through another channel have always ended up with empty
hands the search yields nothing for the things of god are
known only by the spirit of godgod11 see I1 corinthians 211 the
words of the lord to job ring down through the ages canstcanet thou
by searching find out god job 117 and the answer
then and now is in the negative

president henry D moyle of the first presidency of the

church apparently had this type of scholarship in mind when he made

the following statement

I1 want to tell you that I1 think the humblest elder in the church
who knows what he knows and has the courage and the conviction to
testify to the world what he knows is just as intellectual as a man
can be under the inspiration of the spirit of the lord that mans
mind will develop it will reach its maximum capacity and he will
accomplish more in mortality than the man without the holy spirit
who strives along manmademan linesmade to accomplish a mortal goal
so I1 say to you at the beginning that your work is first foremost
and primarily spiritual in its nature and except as you develop
within you a compatibility with the spirit and enjoy the manifesta-
tions of the spirit in your work you are not succeeding

hugh B brown a member of the first presidency of the

church affirmed that the teaching of religion must follow a different

pattern than the teaching of most other subjects he said

william E berrett scholarship address to seminary and
institute faculty brigham young university july 11 1958 p 2

37william E berrett academic freedom in church schools
address to brigham young university summer session july 1 1958

p 10
OQ

henry D moyle address to seminary and institute faculty
brigham young university june 27 1962 p 2

0 0

37

38
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there are some things that I1 think should be said to all religion
is something that cannot be taught as you teach arithmetic geog-
raphy and history and science it is something that is I1 think
atmospherically absorbed J

president moyle gave one principle that church leaders feel

must be followed in the teaching of religion
11

0 0 we do not except in very rare instances convert men and
women to the gospel intellectually itpt is not an intellectual sub-
ject it is a spiritual plan and I1 believe with all my heart and
soul that that understanding ought to be the key to every one of us
in our teaching our job is a spiritual job and we are not in the
classroom to display for any reason the prowess of our minds
or of our thinking no institute teacher no seminary teacher can
accomplish the purpose for which he is called if he does not day
by day develop within himself a closer and closer communion
with the spirit of god in order that he might have emanate from
his soul the testimony of the divinity of this work and have it enter
into the understanding of his students just the same as we see it
enter the soul of the investigator 0

although great stress was given to the part that spiritual

scholarship must play if a seminary teacher was to be successful

more academic scholarship especially as it applied to the scriptures

was not forgotten by leaders of the seminary program A problem

that existed in this area was noted by kenneth godfrey he stated that

far too often young people are raised on a diet of myths and
half truths well meaning teachers too frequently have not
devoted enough time and energy pursuing truth gospel scholar-
ship should accompany gospel teaching or perhaps more properly
put gospel teaching should rest on sound scholarship

39hugh B brown the measure of a man addresstoaddressaddres to semi-
nary and institute personnel brigham young university july 1966 p 2

40moyle op22 cit p 4

41 kenneth W godfrey on becoming a
impact weekday religious education quarterly I1 spring 1968 p 17

39

40

41
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william E berrett has devoted considerable attention to the

matter of scholarship and the following three quotations from addressesadladi

he

resses

has given to seminary and institute personnel explain rather well

what was expected of teachers so far as scholarship is concerned

how can you teach without understanding all that is available upon
a given subject do you know the truth if you know the truth
you surely must teach the truth even without quoting all of the
sources you yourself should know the answer and in studying the
bible bring the students to understanding 42

what do you know of the backgrounds of the new testament how
much do we know about the greek philosophies of that day and the
contact of the gospel of jesus christ with those philosophies the
repercussions and the compromises if you will

we cannot teach the scriptures properly unless we have become
scholars in the scriptures and I1 hope that you are not content in
merely becoming conversant in one scripture or in another we
have urged all of you to teach one or two subjects each year lest
you be addicts of the book of mormon alone or the doctrine and
covenants alone or the new testament alone the study of any
one scripture alone may leave you in error each supplements
and compliments the other

student view of subjectmattersubject preparation in a recent study

done by glen armond mitchell students were asked to respond to a

list of personality traits and skills considered by them to be most

essential for a successful seminary teacher the results of this study

4 william E berrett scholarshipscholarship11 address of july 11
1958 ppap 565

43

6

ibid P p 6

44william E berrett knowledge of the things of godgod11
address to seminary and institute personnel brigham young univer-

sity july 1 1966 p 6

under standingstanding

will43

44
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showed that the students polled considered knowledgeknowledore of subject matter

as the most important teaching technique mitchellmitMil wentchellcheil on to state

that

the statistical information gathered through this study confirm-
ed similar studies conducted by the public school wherein partici-
pants on both the college and high school levels selected knowl-
edge of subject matter as the most important attribute of the
successful teacher b

IV CRITERIA FOR SELECTION OF

SEMINARY TEACHERS

in the light of all that has been given in this chapter an

examination of the criteria used in the seminary program for the selec-

tion of new teachers was considered to be important

A study of teacher selection in the seminary system done by

rodney turner revealed that

the present administrators of the department of education
list five criteria as the primary bases for selection of seminary
teachers these criteria were 1 institutional loyalty 2 a
church mission or its equivalent 3 a bachelors degree 4 a
teaching credential and 5 the ability to teach and to inspire

professional preparation was one of the basic items consid-

ered the official position of the seminary department was given in

45glen armond mitchell personality traits and skills con-
sidered by seminary students to be most essential for a successful
released time seminary teacher unpublished masters field project
brigham young university 1967 p 89

rodney turner A study of teacher selection in the seminary
system of the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter saintsday unpublished
doctors dissertation the university of southern california 1960
p 97

0
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the following two excerpts from the 1965 revision of the manual of

instructions

the seminaries of the church are organized on a professional
basis principles and teachers are trained in the field of educa-
tion they are salaried and are expected to maintain regular
school standards

the department expects that teachers will maintain valid
teaching certificates in whatever state they might be employed
this requires periodic renewal according to state requirementsrequire
teachers

mentsebentse
should therefore regularly complete the college

courses necessary and see that their transcripts of credit are
presented to the propeproper state offices in order that certification
will be kept current

another study stated that while teachers are required to have a

bachelors degree and be certified in the state in which they teach

some teachers are permitted to teach on a provisional basis and
49obtain the prerequisites at a later time 11

in explaining why some teachers were hired to teach seminary

who were not certified marshall burton who had the responsibility of

recruiting new teachers pointed out that some very capable people had

been trained in areas other than education and were not certified but

desired to enter the program when these men were hired after com-

pleting the training program for new teachers they were usually

47manual of instructions for releasedtimereleased seminariestime
revised 195 provo utah the church of jesus christ of latterdaylatter
saints

day
seminaries and institutes of religion p 17

ibid I1 p 44

49 leon roundy hartshorn mormon education in the boldyearsyears11 unpublished doctors dissertation stanford university 1965
p 122

47

V
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assigned to teach classes where credit was not given in some areas

particularly in idaho letters of authorization had been obtained for
so50teachers who were teaching credit courses

while professional preparation and certification were con-

sidered important they apparently were not considered as being as

important as the total personality demonstrated teaching ability and

dedication to the church A letter quoted by tuttle written by dr
joseph F merrill to the superintendent of church education relative

to the establishment of the first seminary in the church outlined some

of the desired characteristics of a seminary teacher these character-

istics were apparently still looked for in prospective teachers

may I1 say that it is the desire of the presidency of the stake to
have a strong young man who is properly qualified to do the work
in a most satisfactory manner by young we do not necessarily
mean a teacher young in years but a man who is young in his
feelings who loves young people who delights in their company
who can sympathize strongly with them and who can command
their respect and admiration and exercise a great influence over
them we want a man who is a thorough student one who will not
teach in a perfunctory way but who will enliven his instruction
with a strong winning personality and give evidence of thorough
understanding of and scholarship in the things he teaches

it is desired that this school be thoroughly successful and a
teacher is wanted who is a leader and who will be universally
regarded as the inferior to no teacher in the high school

at the time of this study subjectmattersubject preparationmatter did not

receive the direct attention that many other characteristics did

50marshall burton personal interview may 21 1968

tuttle mastersmaster1mastera s thesis p 61

1

51
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however this phase of teacher preparation was a matter of increasing

concern marshall burton reported that subjectmattersubject competencematter

was determined mainly through interview and observation while

there was no specific test given to check background knowledge of the

gospel future plans included the possibility of development of such a

test the general feeling in the past appeared to have been that teachers

could gain the knowledge they needed rather rapidly through experience

inservicein trainingservice programs and college facilities made available to

them this took into consideration the knowledge they already had by

virtue of their mission experiences and the religion classes they had

taken at B Y U or an institute burton indicated that this feeling may

have been undergoing some change

administrators of the seminary program were aware that many

of the teachers in the seminaries did not have a great amount of college

credit in the subjects they were teaching due in part to the relatively

low number of classes available on an undergraduate level particu-

larly for teachers who did not study at brigham young university

however this was not felt to be an insurmountable problem our

concern is mainly the changingchan ofwingaing behavior 11 explained burton and

the subject matter becomes a means to an end in relation to this ll11

he also explained that while a knowledge of subject matter was

important in using this means the feeling was that this knowledge

52marshall burton personal interview may 21 1968

52
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could be obtained later on more easily than could many of the personality

characteristics needed for good teaching to help offset difficulties

that may arise due to lack of extensive subjectmattersubject preparationmatter

detailed outlines and reference material were provided for use by

seminary teachers also there was the consideration of the church

background of these teachers many have been studying these things

all their livelivesilves s 11

V

53

SUMMARY

because seminary teachers were expected to maintain profes-

sional standards and because credit for some seminary classes was

allowed toward high school graduation standards for seminary

teachers needed to conform in many respects to standards set for

public school teachers although there was some disagreement as to

the broad purposes of education there was unity in the idea that

teachers must be well prepared to teach the subjects they are teaching

and they should only be assigned to teach those subjects for which they

are well prepared the trend was toward increasing the number of

college credits required for certification in each subject area how-

ever while general requirements were rising many teachers were

still allowed to teach with provisional certification or letters of

authorization

ibidmd

their

53
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in order that credit might be allowed for certain seminary

classes the teachers of these classes were expected to be fully certi-

fied and maintain the same scholastic standards in thothe class asaelasv were

required in the adjacent high school classes

while church and seminary leaders encouraged good scholar-

ship and as much subjectmattersubject preparationmatter as possible the principle

requirements of seminary teachers were a testimony of the gospel a

high degree of spirituality and the ability to teach and to inspire

most seminary teachers had been studying the subjects they were

teaching all their lives in addition to this most had spent two or more

years in missionary service it was felt that these experiences enabled

most beginning seminary teachers to be adequately oriented in their

subject areas even though many did not have a large amount of college

credit in the subjects they were teaching rather detailed outlines and

resource material were provided to help counter inadequacies that may

have existed
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RESEARCH DESIGN AND methodology

this study was designed to determine as closely as possible

the extent of subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of seminary teachers who were

in their early years of teaching and to evaluate this preparation by

comparing it to a standard which would be acceptable to church and

seminary leaders

the selection of subjects the subjects for this study were

drawn from fulltimefull teacherstime employed by the department of semi-

naries and institutes of religion of the church of jesus christ of

latterdaylatter saintsday during the 1967681967 school68 year the names of

teachers who had taught seminary for five years or less were grouped

according to the number of years they had taught and onethirdone ofthird the

teachers in each group were selected by random sample this involved

35 first year teachers 26 second year teachers 19 third year

teachers 19 fourth year teachers and 12 fifth year teachers making

a total sample of 111

selection of the instrument inasmuch as no instrument was

available which would satisfy the needs of this study a questionnaire

was developed with the aid of several instructors at brigham young

university the questionnaire was experimented with and refined until

it was felt to be capable of yielding the desired data because of the

nature of the study much of the questionnaire had to deal with rather

sub
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subjective material and it was recognized that much of the data would

have to be interpreted with this in mind

method gathering data individual packets of materials

were made up for each of the 111 seminary teachers participating in

the study see appendix A each packet contained the following

items 1 a letter of introduction from william E berrett adminis-

trator of the department of seminaries and institutes of religion which

explained the nature of the study and solicited the cooperation of those

involved 2 a letter of instruction outlining the procedure for com-

pleting and returning the questionnaire 3 the questionnaire and 4

a selfaddressedself stampedaddressed envelope for return of the questionnaire

the respondents were instructed to fill in the questionnaire place it

in the selfaddressedself stampedaddressed envelope and return it to the sender

ninety five or 85785.7 percent of the 111 subjects responded

to the request when categorized according to number of years the

teachers had taught seminary the responses were as follows 26 or

74 3 percent of the first year teachers 23 or 88 5 percent of the

second year teachers 14 or 73 7 percent of the third year teachers

19 or 100 percent of the fourth year teachers and 12 or 100 percent

of the fifth year teachers one teacher did not indicate how many years

he had been teaching but his questionnaire was otherwise complete

processing the data the information from the question-

naires was coded and punched on I1 B M cards and analyzed at the

BYU computer research center the one response that did not

of

L

B Y U

cate gorigorl
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indicate the number of years thetiie teacher had been teaching was included

in data compiled for the total sample but the data that was categorized

according to the number of years teachers had taught seminary was

limited to the ninetyfourninety responsesfour that were properly identified

finding a standard of comparison As has been pointed out in

the previous chapter no set standard of subjectmattersubject preparationmatter

had been established for seminary teachers As a resultresuit some sort

of standard had to be drawn from the review of related literature

while it is recognized that such a standard is rather nebulous a com-

bination of public school standards and statements of church and semi-

nary leaders included in chapter II11 was used as a standard of compari-

son in evaluating the data compiled in this study where exact stan-

dards were available however they were used

we re prope rlyaly

re sultsuit
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CHAPTER IV

presentation AND ANALYSIS OF THE DATA

this chapter is divided into two sections the first section

presents data pertaining to the general professional preparation of the

teachers included in this study these data are not directly related to

subjectmattersubject preparationmatter but they represent an important part of

the overallover preparationall of seminary teachers the second section

presents data pertaining directly to subjectmatter preparation

1I GENERAL professional preparation

degrees all the teachers who responded to this study had

college degrees eightysixeighty teacherssix indicated that they had received

bachelors degrees and nine teachers were recipients of masters
degrees

teaching certificates only sixty eight or 71671.6 percent of

the teachers indicated that they had teaching certificates the number

of teachers who had teaching certificates categorized according to the

number of years the teachers had taught seminary is shown in table I1

first and second year teachers were highest in the percentage of non-

certified teachers with 42 3 percent and 39 1 percent respectively

somewhat surprising was the 25 percent of the fifth year teachers who

indicated that they were not certified

seminary teacher training program eighty percent of the

teachers indicated that they had participated in the seminary teacher

in4
k o0

subject matterbatter
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traini
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training program at brigham young university or one of the institutes

figures in table II11 indicate that only the second year teachers had a

high percentage of teachers who did notnol participate in one of these

programs

TABLE I1

NUMBER OF TEACHERS WITH TEACHING certificatescategorized ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF YEARS
TEACHERS HAD TAUGHT SEMINARY

years of teaching

number certified

i

26

15

2

23

14

3

14

11

4

19

18

5

12

9

TABLE II11

NUMBER OF TEACHERS WHO HAD participated IN A
SEMINARY TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM

categorized ACCORDING TO NUMBER
OF YEARS TEACHERS HAD

TAUGHT SEMINARY

years of teaching 1 2 3 4 5

number in sample 26 23 14 19 12

number who participated 22 14 13 17 10

brig liam

number in samplesampie Z 6
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II11 SUBJECT MAT TER preparation

college credit table 111IIIlii page 36 shows the total number of

semester hours of college credit including both undergraduate and

graduate credit earned in the areas of book of mormon new testa-
ment old testament and church history and doctrine the totals for

all teachers involved in the study show means of 2 958 hours for book

of mormon 24632.463 hours for new testament 15681.568 hours for old

teachireachi

34

previous professional teaching experience fourteen teachers

reported that they had had some professional teaching experience

before they started teaching seminary nearly all of this experience

was in the public schools and included from one to four years of

teaching

majors minors and teaching fields teachers involved in

this study represented a wide variety of academic backgrounds A

large number of teachers had undergraduate majors in the social

sciences and in languages religious education counseling and guid-

ance and education administration were the fields selected most by

those who had started graduate work majors minors and teaching

fields were so widely distributed that no meaningful relationships could

be found between them and the amount of preparation teachers had for

teaching seminary A complete listing of majors minors and teach-

ing fields reported by the teachers can be found in table VIII on pages

62 and 63 see appendix B

minors

MATTER

2 463 1 568

1
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testament and 6.09560956095 hours for church history and doctrine when all

four subjects were combined the mean was 1278912.78912789 hours the large

standard deviation shown with each mean indicates a wide distribution

of hours of credit earned by each individual teacher

no particular relationship was seen between the number of

years teachers had been teaching seminary and the number of hours of

college credit earned this would seem to indicate a lack of continual

growth in this area during the first five years of teaching

As a standard of comparison the minimum standards of the
northwest association of secondary and higher schools may be used

social studies requirements listed by this association were twentyfourtwenty

quarter

four

hours sixteen semester hours including nine quarter hours

six semester hours in each specific subject taught if these stan-

dards were used in evaluating the teachers involved in this study only

the third year teachers with a mean of 16 357 semester hours would

meet the minimum total requirement the only specific subject for

which the teachers would meet the minimum requirement is church

history and doctrine the credit hours earned in old testament and

new testament the two subjects for which credit is often allowed fall

far short of the minimum requirements

study of the standard works the teachers were asked to

respond to statements regarding their study of the standard works

including the book of mormon the old testament the new testament

the doctrine and covenants and the pearl of great price of necessity

12 789

S
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TABLE 111IIIlii

TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMESTER POURSyoursr CF COLLEGE CREDIT
EARNED BY SEMINARY TEACHERS INTN FOUR SUBJECT

AREAS categorizedcategortzed accordinoACCORDING TO NUMBER
OF YEARS TEACHERS HAD TAUGHT SEMINARY

years of all
teaching 1 2 3 4 5 teachers

book oiof
mormon

mean

1

ACCORD Lnk X

1 7xz

T e stament

2 500

2 387

T e stament

0 957 2 632

1 107 2 432

5 435 6 211

5 769

s

12 077 9 609gog 15 053

6 907 9 126

1336 17181.71813181.31817181318

church hist
and doctrine

mean

38383.8383830383838003880 48134.81348134 6.6616661813 57695.7695769 8.37083708370 5.5475547

total hourshour
mean

3.21132113211 2.9172917 2.9582958

stand dev 1.7931793 1.6241624 17421.7421742 1.7511751 2.2752275 1.87918791879

new
testament

mean 1.65216521652 3.1433143 3.1053105 2.2502250 2.46324632463

stand dev 23872.387 1.43414341434 1.4601460 2.4012401 1.76517651765 2.02520252025

old
testament

mean 09570.9570957 1.9291929 26322.632 1.58315831583 1.5681568

stand dev 1.3361336 11071.107 1.5421542 24322.432 1.6761676

54355.4355435 7.7147714 62116.211 6.66766676667 6.0956095

stand dev

96099.6099609 16.3571635716357 1505315.053 13.25013250 12.78912789

stand dev 7.0317031 69076.907 6.9686968 91269.126 11.79511795 8.3268326

3.4233423 2.0002000 3.5713571

25002.500

1.1151115

5.5775577

1207712.077
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many of the statements were rather subjective in nature but the

responses did give some indication of the extent of study done by the

teachers the percentage of teecherteachersteacherteachey responding toco each statement

is shown in table IV page 38

the majority of the teachers indicated that they had read each

of the standard works from one to five times with the exception of the

old testament A total of 65 3 percent of the teachers indicated that

they had never read the old testament completely twenty percent of

the teachers reported that they had read the pearl of great price more

than five times and 25 3 percent reported that they had read the book

of mormon more than five times

A majority of the teachers reported that they had done a con-

siderable amount of study in each of the standard works and indicated

varying levels of competence with each teachers appeared to feel

most competent with the book of mormon and least competent with the

old testament

in the area concerned with recency of study 65 3 percent of

the teachers reported that they had read and studied in the old testa-
ment during the past week this figure was nearly 10 percent higher

than that for any of the other standard works this high figure was

probably due at least in part to the fact that most of the teachers

were teaching old testament during the 196719681967 school1968 year as a

result of an adjustment in the sequence of classes offered in semi-

nary

s

siderable
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I1 have never read it completely
readingrsReading

34734 7

00oo

34734 7

45345 3

16816 8

29529 5

6 3

53753 7 69569 5 45 3

I1 seldomseldobeldo use it as a reference source

julizfrily

cac0

TABLE IV

RESPONSE OF SEMINARY TEACHERS TO statements
REGARDING STUDY OF THE STANDARD WORKS

statements percent of teachers responding to each statement
doctrine pearl of

book of old new and great
mormon testament testament covenants price

completempletc r61113
11 6 22.1221 27.4274 25.3253 15815.8

I1 have read it 232 times3 39 0 10.5105 35.8358 34.7347 34734.7
I1 have read it 454 times5 21 1 2.121 14.7147 19.0190 25325.3
I1 have read it more than five times

56 8 42142 1

6 3 23223 2 535 3 5.353 21121.1
I1 read and study in it regularly

55 8 65365 3 40040 0 48.4484 15 8
I1 have read and studied in it during the past month 23 2 7.474 20 0 28.4284 31 6
I1 have read and studied in it during the past

three months

cc

0 0

extent of stilddyjrliz
I1 have read and studied in it very little

m

2 it1119 3 2
15 8

Z 1 25 3

25 3 20 0

3 2 7 4

39039 0

31 6

21 1

53753 7

4 2

6 3
6 3
3 2 6 3

il alla11ali percentages have been rounded to the nearest onetenthone oftenth one percent

rs

ave read it once 0 0

21 653 105 32
221 274 253 158
105 358 347

21 147 igo 253
253 105 84 200

32 379 21 74 74

368 421 453

211 295 347 316

53 211
379 305 390

484
74 284

42 95 179

63 32 63 32 63
63 32 32
32 84 53 42 63

all

lave

200

63

rii

2.121 65.3653 959 10.51055 3.232
I1 haveI

25325.3 0.000 10.5105 8.484 20020.0
je111jE i111

3.232 37.9379 2.121 7.474 7.474
I1 have read and studied in it considerably but

dont feel very competent with it yet 39039.0 36.8368 42.1421 45.3453 34734.7
I1 have read and studied in it extensively and

feel rather competent with it 45345.3 21.1211 29.5295 34.7347 31631.6
I1 use it frequently as a reference source

53753.7 37.9379 30.5305 39.0390 16816.8
recency cfof studyst
I1 have read and studied in it during the past week

4.242 9.595 17.9179 11.6116 29529.5
I1 have read and studied in it during the past

six months 6.363 3.232 6.363 3.232 6.363
I1 have read and studied in it during the past year 6.363 3.232 6 3 3.232 10 5

I1 have not read and studied in it for over a year 3.232 8.484 5.353 4.242 6.363

42142.1 53753.7 69569.5
23223.2 5.353

65365.3 40040.0
20020.0

6.363
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books read and used as resources the questionnaire used in

this study contained a basic list of books considered to be essential

for seminary libraries this list was taken from a publication entitled

suggestions for organizing and maintaining a library 11 which was

compiled in 1966 by the department of seminaries and institutes of

religion the teachers were asked to check books they had read or

used extensively as resources which were included in this list they

were also requested to list the authors and titles of any books they had

read and considered to be of value as basic sources but which were not

listed in the questionnaire the total number of books read in each

category is shown in table V page 40 the mean number of books

from the basic list which were checked was 29 28 the mean number

of other books listed was 3 76

there appeared to be a positive relationship between the num-

ber of years teachers had been teaching seminary and the total number

of books checked A steady increase was shown for each year rang-

ing from a mean of 23 15 for first year teachers to a mean of 33 17

for fifth year teachers A marked increase was from first to second

year teachers where the mean jumped from 23 15 to 30 09

no clear relationship was seen between the number of years

teachers had been teaching and the total other books listed this was

not considered significant however as it was assumed that the figures

in this category were not very accurate in showing the true picture

this was due to the apparent failure of many teachers to list any other

books when they responded to the questionnaire

331733.173317231523.15
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TABLE V

TOTAL NUMBER OF BOOKS SEMINARY TEACHERS HAD READ
OR USED extensively AS RESCUP CES categopizj D

ACCORDING TO NUMBER OF YEARS TEACHERS
HAD TAUGHTtaugrtaubr SEMINARY

yearsyear of all
teaching 1 2 3 4 5 teachers

total books
from basic
list
mean

Trj AB J jud

YT- TSE TARYijtaryij TEACT I-ERS
AVELY CATEXTENST i

s

30 86

6 6671

r

4 30

1 4084 1 8288

32 37

5 3138

359 429 376

yotal

aerskary

23.1523152315 30.093009 308630.863086 323732.37 33.173317 29.2829282928

stand dev 5.742257422 6.101361013 666716.6671 531385.3138 8.70658706587065 2.760927609

total otheother
books listed
mean 4.07407407 3.59359 4304.30 2.70270270 4.29429 3.76376

stand dev 140841.408414084 1.359913599 1.828818288 1.77951779517795 1.812718127 0.693106931
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the percentage of teachers who checked eachecachebach of the books

listed in the questionnaire is shown in table IXTX beginninggag4 on page 64

A list of books read and considered by seminary breachersreachersteacliersrea tolodelobetodechers be of value

as basic sources but which were not included in the basic list in the

questionnaire can be seen in appendix C beginning on page 68

periodicals considered beneficial the teachers were

requested to list any periodicals which they read regularly and which

they felt to be beneficial to their understanding of the subject matter

they were teaching the only periodicals listed by a majority of the

teachers were the improvement era listed eightyfoureighty timesfour and

the instructor listed fiftyfivefifty timesfive A complete list of the period-

icals listed can be found in table VI page 42

other experiences in addition to college credits earned

study of the Standastandard works and books read teachers were asked

what other experiences they had had which in their estimation con-

tributed significantly to their understanding of the subject matter they

were teaching the responses to this question are shown in table VII

page 43 nearly all of the teachers 88488.4 percent indicated that they

had filled fulltimefull missionstime the teaching of priesthood or auxiliary

classes was a common experience also as indicated by 67.4674 percent

of the teachers the most emphaticemphaampha statements came from teachers

who felt that the greatest understanding came from teaching the sub-

jects in seminary other statements of interest can be seen in table
VIIVHvil

que onnairenaireannaireon be mninganing
4

thisquestion

88 4

tributed

td

cdc

884

674

sta

csc
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TABLE VI

periodicals READ REGULARLY BY SEMINARYSEMINAPY TEACHERS AND
WHICH THEY FELT TO BE beneficial TO THEIRthei13

understanding OF THE SUBJECT MATTER
THEY WERE TEACHING

periodicals times listed

the improvement era 84
the instructor a 55
church news A section of the deseret news 23
the readers digest 17
impact 14
daily newspaper 7

dialogue 4
the national geographic magazine 4
guideposts 3

newsweek 3

the relief society magazine 3
B Y U studiestudiesstudle 2

life 2
ideals 1

mad magazine

1

utah historical quarterly 1

A AND
T BENEFI T1 L

A
r TER

0 New 2 3

s

0 0 41 0 4 0 0 9 0 0 ID 0 0 0 1

N E A journal 0 0 0 0 ID 1

U S news and world report

understand-ing
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expeelpe riencefience s ecifiededifiedecifiedfled

TABLE VII

experiences WHICHwielich SEMINARYseiv1tjtj TEACHERS FELT HAD
contributed significantly TO THEIRheiritheimthelmheibahelbaunderstanding 0 THEtem SUBJECT

MATTER THEY WERE TEACHING

per-
cent experiences listed

9 5 took book of mormon course in lighhigh school seminary
25 3 took old testament course in high school seminary
24.2242 took new testament course in high school seminary
26326 3 took church history course in high school seminary
88.4884 filled fulltimefull missiontime
igo19190 0 filled stake mission
67.4674 taught priesthood or auxiliary classes
25325 3 participated in a study group
20.0200 taught early morning seminary
15.8158 travel church history spots europe the holy land and

various spots connected with the book of mormon
were listed

30.5305 other

n other experiences specified

teaching the subject in seminary
institute classes
collegealcollege religionreligiobeligio classes
masters program in counseling
seminary teachers class at USU
archaeology slides on book of mormon sites
mother read scriptures to us in the home ll11

writing questions for seminary bowl
building a resource unit file and cardfilecard systemsfile
attendance at church
discussion with stake patriarch
personal study
discussion with seminary and instituteinstitui personnel
various areas of service and positions air force
personal research

listed by many teachers

43

TLAB LE

1 LY r 0 r
1

1
A

e

li

US U

61

SIGNT-
Unan4DZRS T A NDJLNG r 5 UZ J

Al

242

884

674

200
158

305

ilc COTCcatzatOT

95
253
9.595

25325.3

26326.3

19019.0

25325.3
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CHAPTER V

FINDINGS AND conclusions

I1 SUMMARY

the purpose of the study this study was conducted in an

attempt to determine as far as possible the extent of the subject

matter preparation of fulltimefull seminarytime teachers in the areas of

book of mormon old testament new testament and church history

and doctrine

an attempt was also made to find a standard of comparison

that could be used to make a meaningful evaluation of the data

gathered

delimitations of the study thisthi study1s attempted to determine

subjectmattersubject preparationmatter only insofar as it was indicated by college

credits received extent of study in the standard works reported books

read and other experiences considered valuable which were reported

no attempt was made to determine the teachersteachers1 depth of understanding

the amount of knowledge they had actually gained or their ability to

transmit knowledge to the students

methods and procedures A questionnaire was developed

which was designed to yield the desired information this questionnaire

was administered to a random sample of fulltimefull seminarytime teachers

who had taught seminary for five years or less the teachers were

grouped according to the number of years they had taught seminary

USTCONCL JONS

1

as
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and a proportionate number were selected from each group oforO theJr 11

teachers included in the sample 95 or 85785.7 percent respondedrespo toneed tlethe

questionnaire

II11 FINDINGS

general professionalpr preparationaration all of the teachers who

responded to this study had college degrees however nearly 30

percent of the teachers indicated that they did not have a teaching

certificate it was indicated that nearly all of those who were not

certified had received letters of authorization to teach classes for

which high school credit was allowed or they had been assigned to

teach classes that did not involve high school credit

eighty percent of the teachers indicated that they had partici-

pated in the seminary teacher training program at brigham young

university or one of the institutes

college credit the average or mean number of semester

hours of college credit received by the teachers in this study in the

areas of book of mormon old testament new testament and

church history and doctrine was low when compared with the subject

matter requirements for teaching in the public schools teachers had

received the greatest number of hours of credit in church history and

doctrine with a mean of 6 095 hours and the least credit in old

testament with a mean of 15681.568 hours the mean for new testament

hours was 24632.4632463 and for book of mormon hours it was 2 958 the

C
1 7 1

A n j i i

85 7

ofe s sionaldionalgeneralpr

coll

1 568

2 463

857
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mean for the total hours of the four subjects combined was 12 789 by

comparison the minimum requirement for social studies teachers

listed by the northwest associationassociaassoria ofllonliontion secondary and higher schools

was sixteen semester hours with six semester hours in each specific

subject to be taught

study of the standard works while findings in this area were

very subjective some rather definite trends did exist teachers in

this study indicated rather conclusively that they had done less study

in the old testament than in any other of the standard works nearly

onehalfone ofhalf the teachers indicated that they felt rather competent with

the book of mormon but only about onefourthone offourth them felt this way

about the old testament and the new testament

books read and used as resources from a basic list of 137

books listed in the questionnaire the teachers indicated that they had

read or used extensively as resources a mean of 29 28 books

teachers who added books which they felt were basic but which were

not on the list added a mean of 3 76 books books listed in the bible

old testament and new testament sections which had been written

by nonmormonnon authorsmormon had been read by very few teachers

other experiences teachers listed a variety of experiences

which they felt had contributed significantly to their understanding of

the subject matter they were teaching nearly all of the teachers

responding to this study indicated that they had benefittedbene fromfitted filling

was

S
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a fulltimefull missiontime for the church more than two thirds of the

teachers felt that teaching priesthood or auxiliary classes had helped

them many teachers appeared to feel that the most significant help

in understanding subject matter came from teaching the subject in

seminary

evidence f yearly growth the only area in which a positive

relationship was seen between evidence of subjectmattersubject preparationmatter

and the number of years teachers had been teaching seminary was in

the number of books read in this area the mean number of books

read jumped from 23 15 for first year teachers to 30 09 for second

year teachers then continued a steady increase each year to 33 17

for fifth year teachers

no meaningful relationship was observed between the amount

of college credit received and the number of years teachers had been

teaching seminary

standard of comparison while accepted standards of subject

matter preparation could be rather easily and precisely determined

for public school teachers this was not the case for seminary

teachers even in subjects for which high school credit was allowed

no specific requirements or recommendations had been made except

that teachers be certified A survey of statements made by church

and seminary leaders revealed that most emphasis had been given to

the spiritual preparation of seminary teachers rather than to subject

matter preparation in its usual sense however there was ample

of

son



www.manaraa.com

48

evidence that church and seminary leaders expected seminary teachers

to become as well prepared in subject matter as possible regular

study of all the standard works was stressed as was extensive read-

ing from a wide range of books that would increase a teachersteacher under

standing of all aspects of the subject he was teaching it appeared to

be expected that teachers would regularly add to the amount of college

credit they had received and special provisions were made to assist

them in doing this

III111ili conclusions

it was concluded that a majority of the teachers involved in

this study had met most of the minimum requirements for their teach-

ing assignments insofar as their pedagogical training was involved

but that they were lacking in adequate subjectmattersubject preparationmatter it

was recognized that due to the peculiar nature of seminary teaching

subjectmattersubject preparationmatter could not be evaluated on the same basis

as subjectmattersubject preparationmatter for public school teachers however

the teachers involved in this study appeared to be lacking not only in

hours of college credit received but in other areas of preparation

encouraged by church and seminary leaders

it was concluded that the teachers involved in this study were

best prepared in the area of church history and doctrine with book of

mormon new testament and old testament following in that order

it was concluded that except for some increase in the number

of basic books read there was little evidence of regular yearly

ibubje ct

in
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increase in subjectmattersubject preparationmatter during the first five years of

seminary teaching

IV recommendations

inasmuch as seminary teachers appeared to be least prepared

in the areas of old testament and new testament the subjects for

which high school credit is sometimes allowed it is recommended

that seminary personnel give increased attention to these two areas

it may be possible that more preparation could be given in these areas

as part of the inservicein trainingservice programs of the seminary system

it was indicated that a test may be developed by seminary

administrators to help determine more accurately the background

knowledge of prospective seminary teachers it is recommended that

such a test be developed and used if possible

it is further recommended that seminary administrators out-

line in some detail their desires pertaining to the subjectmattersubject

preparation

matter

of seminary teachers and make this information available

to prospective seminary teachers as well as to those who are already

teaching

it is especially recommended that individual seminary teachers

will assume the responsibility of improving their subjectmattersubject

preparation

matter

in those areas wherein this study has made them aware of

inadequacies
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THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTERDAYLATTER SAINTSDAY
CHURCH SCHOOLS

department of seminaries and institutes of religion
b346B smoot346 building

provo utah

march 25 1968

brother dee risenmay one of our seminary teachers on sabbatical
leave this year is making a study of the subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of
fulltimefull seminarytime teachers as part of his work toward an advanced
degree we feel that the results of this study can be of significant value
to the department in determining the strengths and the needs of our pro-
gram

in order for this study to be valid a complete and accurate response
to each questionnaire is essential we urge you to be prompt in your
response to the questionnaire enclosed and mark all items as accurately
as possible

your full cooperation will be appreciated

sincerely your brother

wniiam E berrett
administrator

webcc

enclosure
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dear brethren

As indicated in president berretts letter I1 am making a
study of the subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of fulltimefull seminarytime
teachers this study is concerned only with those experiences you
have had which have increased your knowledge and understanding of
the book of mormon the old and new testament and church
history and doctrine

your name was drawn as part of a random sample and your
cooperation will be greatly appreciated please be assured that these
questionnaires will be completely anonymous the information
called for is only for use in compiling data and making statistical
comparisons

please answer all questions and mark all items as directed
in each section of the questionnaire upon completion return the
questionnaire in the enclosed stamped selfaddressedself envelopeaddressed
do not write anything on the questionnaire or envelope that will
identify you personally

if you absolutely cannot complete and return this question-
naire by april 8 please return it uncompleted I1 must have a
response from all teachers in the sample

please attend to this promptly I1 do not have any spare
cash to send followupfollow lettersup

thank you for your assistance in this study

sincerely your brother

dee L risenmay

enclosuresenclosure 2s
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I1 have never read it completely

I1 have never read it completely
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read it once
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read it 23 times
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read it 45 times
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read it more than five times

majbaj

comcob

sem4sema
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do not write your name on this paper

seminary district age
years fulltimefull teachingtime in seminary degree held
undergraduate majorbajor minor
graduate major if any minor
do you have a teaching certificate if so in what field
did you have any professional teaching experience before you started
teaching seminary if so please specify
how many years have you taught each of the following subjects includ-
ing this year book of mormon old testament new
testament church history 0 if you have taught any other
subject as part of the seminary program please specify

this section is an attempt to determine the extent of your study of the
standard works please consider each of the five scriptures separately
in the light of each statement and circle the appropriate initials

EXAMPLE if you had never completely read the old
testament and the doctrine and covenants you would mark
the first item this way
BM Q NT PGP

complete readings
BM OT NT DC PGP

ma ry
or

41 did you participate in the seminary teacher train-
ing program at BYU or one of the institutes 0

please indicate the number of semester hours of college credit includ-
ing institute credit you have received in the following subject areas

1 quarter hour 23 semester hour

book of mormon old testament

new testament church history and doc-
trine includecUdeIn LDSL
theology

D
and

S
modern

scripture

te stament

D 0

2- 3

4- 5
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I1 have read and studied in it very little

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied inir ilit considiconsidcconsildcrablyrnby
bbutut dontdoni feel very competent with it yet

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied in it extensively
and feel rather competent with it

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 use it frequently as a reference source
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 seldom use it
BM OT NT DC PGP I1 read and study in it regularly

recency of study you need mark each scripture only once in this
section

I1 have read and studied in it during the past
week

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied in it during the past
month

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied in it during the past
3 months

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied in it during the past
6 monthsmonth

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have read and studied in it during the past
year

BM OT NT DC PGP I1 have not eadread and studied in it for over a
year

please check each book that you have read or used extensively as a
resource add the titles and authors of any books you have read which
are not listed but which you consider to be of value as basic sources
space is provided in each category

bible
bailey albert E dailydaliy life and bible times
dummelowDum johnmelow R one volume bible commentarycommentarcommenter
halley henry H bible handbook
smyth J paterson how we got our bible
thompson J A the bible and archaeology
others 1

2
3

daidal
Comcobmentarbentar
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extent of study
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0T
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archa ay9y
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parablesfarables of
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old testament
grow stewart L tabernacle in the desert
keller werner the bible as history
rasmus sen ellis T patriarchs of thehe oldoidoie testament
richards legrand israel do you know
sperry sidney B oldoid testamenttestamenTe prophetsstamenstaben

the voice f israels prophets
others 1

2
3

new testamentstament
bennion lowell teachingsleach fofings the new testament
bouquet A C everyday life in new testament times
brooks melvin parables f the kingdom
clarkdarkmark J reuben jr behold the lamb of god

our lord oiof the gospels
farrar frederic W the life of christ
goodwin frank J harmony of the lifelif of paul
lamsa george M gospel light
mcconkie bruce R doctrinal new testament commentarycommentarcommenter

vol 1

mckay david 0 ancient apostles
ousler fulton the greatest story ever told
ricciotti guiseppe the life of christ
sperry sidney B pauls life and letters
tanner obert C christs ideals for living
trench R C notes on the miracles of our lord

notes on the parables of our lord
others 1

2
3

pearl of great price
andrus hyrum doctrinal commentary on the pearl great

price
clarkdarkmark james R the story oiof the pearl of great price
hunter milton R pearl oiof great price commentarycommentarcommenter
lyon T edgar introduction to the doctrine and covenants

and the pearl of great price
reynolds and sjodahl commentary on the pearl jf great

price
others 1

2
3

histo
rasmussen 1

f
of prop ets

te

k li e in

gosp as1s

e

pauIs lette rs

30

of

of

farablesrabies

i
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book of mormon

berrett william E teachingsteaching ofoco theC book of mormon
improvement era book of mormon treasurytreas
kirkham

U

francis
L

W
N

A new witness fgjjj IS tl0

mormon
lehi in the desert and the world jf the jareditesJared

nibley
ites

preston the witnesses of the book of mormon
pearson glenn A doctrinal approach to the book of mormon
reynolds george A complete concordance to the book of

mormon
reynolds and sjodahl commentary on the book f mormon
ricks eldin the case of the book of mormon witnesses
roberts B H new witnesses for god
sperry sidney B our book of mormon

the book joefjojf mormon testifies
others 1

2
3

doctrine and covenants
berrett william E teachings oj the doctrine and covenants
bluth john V concordance to the doctrine and covenants
doxey roy W the doctrine and covenants and the future

the latterdaylatter prophetsday and the doctrine and
covenants

lundwall N B the vision or the degrees of glory
smith hyrum and sjodahl janne doctrine and covenants

commentarycommentarcommenter
sperry sidney B doctrine and covenants compendium
others 1

2
3

church history
arrington leonard J great basin kingdom
backman milton V jr american religions and the rise

1 mormonism
berrett william E the restored church
berrett and burton readings j LDS church history 3 vol
creer leland the founding of an empire
grant carter E the kingdom of god restored

s
Y

for im A rn r 0

lambert
a

roy weight ofjtn angel
matthews robert J whos who in the book of mormon
mcgavin E cecil the family of josepjoseph smith
nibley hugh an approach t the book ofto

app oach

of

of

of

latterd

of

Ke ad in histo
found

fo r

d
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church history contd
hinckley bryant S faithfalth of our pioneer fathers
howells rulon S his manymcartymcanly mansions
hunter milton R brigham youngyoupyoub the colonizer
larson gustive 0 outline history of utah and the mormons

prelude to the kingdom
mckay david 0 cherished experiences
nibley hugh the myth make r s

sounding brass
nibley preston exodus to greatness
roberts B H comprehensive history of the church

missouri persecutions
ecclesiastical history

0 the rise and fall otof nauvoo
skousen cleon the naked communist
smith joseph history of the church DHC 7 vol
smith joseph fielding church history and modern

revelation 2 vol
essentials j church history
the restoration 0 all things

smith lucy mack history joseph smith by his mother
tullidge E W the women of mormondom
others 1

2
3

church doctrine
barker james L apostasya2osta from the divine church
bennion lowell the religion 0 the latterdayday saints
benson ezra taft title of liberty
brooks melvin LDS reference encyclopedia
burton alma P comp discourses of the prophet joseph

smith
understanding the things of god

cannon george Q gospel truths
clarkdarkmark J reuben jr on the way to immortality and eternal
clarkdarkmark james R messages the first presidency 3 vol
cowley matthew matthew cowley speaks
durham G homer the discourses of wilford woodruff
conference reports
green forace cowley and whitneywhitner on doctrinegreen paul R science and your faith god
hunter milton R the gospel through the ages
lee harold B youth and the church
ludlow daniel latterdayday prophets speak

h

hunt e r brighghadha Zlm Q

makers

histo

jo eph
history

in
of

sy
of tae latter

libe
jo

go T ruth s
ete rnalanal

of presiden
co

0 L

in
go tiitil r0

latter S

V jncyclope iai a

acosta
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church doctrine contd

lundwall N B assorted gems of priceless valevaie
temples cfof the most highielIHLlel tl
masterful discourses candand writings orson pratt

mcconkie bruce R mormon doctrine
mcconkie oscar the holy ghost
mcgavin E cecil mormonism and masonry
mckay david 0 gospel ideals

pathways t happinechappine s s
T reasuresmeasuresrea sures of life

monsma john C the evidences f god jj an expandingenandin
universe

nibley hugh the world and the prophets
petersen mark E our moral challenge

your faith and you
pratt parley P key to the science of theology

presiding bishopric if I1 were you
roberts B H the falling away

the gospel and mans relationship t dietypiety
robinson parker pratt writings of parley P pratt
smith joseph F gospel doctrine
smith joseph F jr religious truths defined
smith joseph fielding answers to gospel questions 5 vol

doctrines oiof salvation 3 vol
man his origin and destiny
the progress of man
the signs of
take heed to yourselves
teachings otof the prophet joseph smith
the way to perfection

talmage james E articles of faith
the great apostasy
the house f the lord
jesus the christ

taylor john the gospel kingdom
mediation and atonement

widtsoeWidt johnsoe A evidences and reconciliations
priesthood and church government
A rationalrtios theologytheo
an unde r standablestan religiondable
discourses 0 brigham young

others 1

2
3

va me
temolebemole s

of
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to happ ness
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of in

jo theol
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please list the four periodicalsperiodic that you read regularly and feel are
most beneficial to your understanding of the subjectmattersubject youmatter are
teaching

1

2

3

4

please check any of the following experiences that you feel have contrib-
uted significantly jb your unde r standing of the book of mormon the old
testament the new testament or church history and doctrine

took book of mormon course in high school seminary
took old testament course in high school seminary
took new testament course in high school seminary
took church history course in high school seminary
filled fulltimefull missiontime
filled stake mission
taught priesthood or auxiliary classes
participated in a study group
taught early morning seminary
travel where
other please specify

to understanding
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subjsuba ct

TABLE VIII

FREQUENCY distribution OF MAJORS MINORSMINOPS
AND TEACHING FIELDS INDICATED BY

SEMINARY TEACHERS

subject frequency

undergrad graduate teach
maj min maj min field

none listed 1 7 43 59 28
history 11 21 4 0 4
religious education 0 0 7 19 0

english 5 13 0 0 7

psychology 9 9 0 0 2
secondary education 1 0 2 0 16
sociology 6 8 1 0 2
spanish 8 1 0 1 4
physical education 7 1 0 0 6

counseling & guidance 0 0 8 4 1

social studies 2 2 1 1 7

speech 4 2 1 0 2

ed administration 0 0 8 1 0
german 5 1 0 1 2
political science 5 3 0 0 0

geography 3 1 1 0 2
agriculture 2 0 0 0 3

economics 1 3 0 1 0

business education 1 0 2 0 1

zoology 2 2 0 0 0

industrial education 1 0 2 0 1

business 0 3 0 1 0

bible and modern scripture 0 0 0 3 0

botany 1 1 1 0 0

accounting 2 1 0 0 0

art 2 0 0 0 1

physics 1 2 0 0 0

mathematicsmathematic 1 2 0 0 0

elementary education 1 0 0 0 2
education 1 0 0 1 0

church history 0 0 2 0 0

business administration 2 0 0 0 0

biology
1 0 0 0 1

jr college education 0 0 0 1 1

s

0 0 1 0 0 0 1

industrial arts
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TABLE VIII continued

subject frequency

undergrad

subjsuba

graduate

e

maj

ct

min maj min

history of religion 0

drivers education 0

wildlife biology
ag education 1

health education 1

educational psychology 0

recreation 0

music education 0

curriculum and methods 0

music 0
general business 0

chemistry 0

secondary school administration 0

elementary ed psychology 1

M B A 0

book of mormon 0

physiology 0

industrial and technical educa-
tion 1

metals 0

state and local government 0

educational media 0
public administration 0

animal husbandry 1

agriculture economicseconomic 0

family relations 0

communications 0
philosophy 0
biological sciences 1

electronics 0
plant science

1

63

teach
field

S

philo s ophy

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

french 0 0

0 1 1 0
2 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 1

0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0
1 0 0 0

0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
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190igo
00oo

00oo

iili

connon

aible3ible timestimetibestibe
24.2242

s
dummelowDumdurndub johnmelowbelow R one volume biblebibie commentarycommentar

2.121 halley henry H bible handbook
7.474 smyth J paterson how we got our bible
2.121 thompson J A the bible and archaeology

old testament
5.353 grow stewart L tabernacle in the desert
5.353 keller werner the bible as history

44244.2 rasmussen ellis T patriarchs of the old testament
24224.2 richards legrand israel do you know
31631.6 sperry sidney B old testament prophetsprophelprophet
16816.816816 8

historbistor
44244 2

af2f

TABLE IX

percentage OF TEACHERS WHO INDICATED THEY hladHADHIAD READ
OR USED extensively AS A RESOURCRESOURCERESOURCOE BOOKS

LISTED IN QUESTIONNquestionnvji takTRE

per-
cent books

bible
4.242 bailey albert E dailydallydaliy

the voice of israels prophets

new testament
19.0190 bennion lowell teachings of the new testament
0.000 bouquet A C everyday life in new testament times
9.595 brooks melvin parables of the kingdom

20.0200 clark J reuben jr behold the lamb of god
35.8358 our lord of the gospels
16.8168 farrar frederic W the life of christ
2.121 goodwin frank J harmony of the life of paul
0.000 lamsa george M gospel light

47.4474 mcconkiemcconkimcconklemcconkie bruce R doctrinal new testament commentarycornxnentar
vol 1

13.7137 mckay david 0 ancient apostles
5.353 ousler fulton the greatest story ever told
9.595 ricciotti guiseppe the life of christ

47.4474 sperry sidney B pauls life and letters
35.8358 tanner obert C christs ideals for living
2.121 trench R C notes on the miracles of our lord
1 1 notes on the parables of our lord

book of mormon
26.3263 berrett william E teachings of the book of mormon
8.484 improvement era book of mormon treasuryTreasuriurx

E

4 2 da
bib e Commentarbentar

5 3
5 3

31 6

li e
a eiingdom

gosp as1s

fr eric

e

i-ble

mor-ron

OE

o

42
242

74
21

53
53

242 Z

316

95
200
358
168

21

474

137
53
95

474
358

21

263
84

ibie
cobcommenter

1.111 1
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TABLE IX continued

books

book of mormon condcontd
kirkham francis W A new witness for christ in america
lambert roy weight of an angel
matthews robert J whos who in the book of mormon
mcgavin E cecil the family of joseph smith
nibley hugh an approach jb the book of mormon

lehi in the desert and the world of the jareditjojareclt
nibley preston the witnesses of the book of mormon
pearson glenn A doctrinal approach to the book of mormon
reynolds george A complete concordance to the book of

mormon
reynolds and sjodahl commentary on the book f mormon
ricks eldin the case of the book of mormon witnesses
roberts B H new witnesses for god
sperry sidney B our book of mormon

the book of mormon testifies
pearl of great price
andrus hyrum doctrinal commentarycommentarcommenter on the pearl of great

price
clarkdarkmark james R the story of the pearl of great price
hunter milton R pearl of great price commentary
lyon T edgar introduction to the doctrine and covenants and

the pearl of great price
reynolds and sjodahl commentary on the pearl of great price

doctrine and covenants
berrett william E teachings of the doctrine and covenants
bluth john V concordance to the doctrine and covenants
doxey roy W the doctrine and covenants and the future

the latterdayday prophets and the doctrine and
covenants

lundwall N B the vision 0 c the degrees f glory
smith hyrum and sjodahl janne doctrine and covenants

commentarycommentarcommenter
sperry sidney B doctrine and covenants compendium

church history
arrington leonard J great basin kingdom
backman milton V jr americanArne religionsrican and the alseriseaise of

mo arnonirrnoni sm

fam
23 Z to

of

comment
5.353

latter proeprop ets

or of glorgior
39039.0

ri s e
morrlaonism

per-
cent

Jareclt

Commentar

232

32
105

igo
126
168
232

368
168

ilg
126

347

263
347

53

168

179
53

221
390

326

200
105

23223.2
0.000
3.232

10510.5

19019.0
12612.6
16816.8
23223.2

36836.8
16816.8
9.595

11.6116
12612.6

34734.7

26326.3
34734.7

16816.8

17917.9
5.353

19019.0
16 8

22122.1

20020.0
10510.5
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TABLE IX continued

books

church history contd
berrett william E the restored church
berrett and burton readings jn LDS church history 3 vol
creer leland the founding of an empireernpir
grant carter E the kingdom of god restored
hinckley bryant S faith of our pioneer fathers
howells rulon S his many mansions
huntehunter milton R brigham youngyouhg thehe colonizer
larson gustive 0 outline history of utah and the mormons

prelude t the kingdom
mckay david 0 cherished experiences
nibley hugh the myth makers

sounding brass
nibley preston exodus to greatness
roberts B H comprehensive history of the church

missouri persecutions
outlines of ecclesiastical history
the rise anciandancl fall of nauvoo

skousen cleon the naked communist
smith joseph history of the church DHC 7vol
smith joseph fielding church history and modern revelation

essentials m church history
the restoration all things

smith lucy mack history of joseph smith b his mother
tullidge E W the women of mormondom

church doctrine
barker james L apostasy from the divine church
bennion lowell the religion f the litterdaylatterlitteriatter saints
benson ezra taft title of libertylibert
brooks melvin LDSlb reference encyclopedia
burton alma P discourses of the prophet joseph smith

understanding the things f god
cannon george Q gospel truths
clarkdarkmark J reuben jr on the way to immortality and eternal

lifelifclarkdarkmark jamesjamejabesjabe R messages of thetine first presidency
cowley matthew matthew cowley speaks
durham G homer the discourses of wilford woodruff
conference reports
green forace cowley and whitneyWhi ontIleytlley doctrinegreen paul R science and rouryourfour falthfaith in god

read in his
found e

37937.9

ma
r youn 16

to

M make r s
8.484 soun

stor
13713.7

hist 7 volvoi
9.595

in hist
2.121 of

hist jo by

reli on of

S
jo

of
gos el

W immortal ete rnalanal
e

15815.8 s me s s presiden
43243.2

cow

per-
cent

h-j

mal-thew cowl

day

800
347

53
379
242
284
126
168

74
221
168

84
32

gli

42
137
232
558

95
653

21
463

63

ilg
95

442
326

32
53

105

158
432

74
305

21
ilg

matthew

avol

80080.0
34734.7
5.353

24224.2
28428.4
12612.6
16816.8
7.474

22122.1
16816.8

3.232
61161.1
20020.0
4.242

23223.2
55855.8

65365.3

46346.3
6.363

11611.6
9.595
1.111

44244.2
32632.6
3.232
5.353

10510.5

7.474
30530.5
2.121

11611.6
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thehe lord
0 jesus the christ

taylor johnjoin the gospel kingdomkinadokieado
mediationmedliation and atonement

widtsoeWidt johnsoe A evidences and reconciliations

igo190

az1z 6
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TABLE IX continued

books

church doctrine contd
hunter milton R the gospel through the ages
lee harold B youth and the church
ludlow daniel latterdaydaiday prophetsprophet speak
lundwall N B assorted gems of priceless value

temples of the most high
masterful discourses and writings f orson prattpra4prac

mcconkie bruce R mormon doctrine
mcconkie oscar the holy ghost
mcgavin E cecil mormonism and masonry
mckay david 0 gospel ideals

0 pathwaysP tath happinechappineto s s
treasures of life

monsma john C the evidences of god in an expanding universe
nibley hugh the world and the prophets
petersen mark E our moral challenge

your faith and you
pratt parley P key to the science of theology
presiding bishopric if I1 were you
roberts B H the falling away

the gospel and mansman1mana s relationship t dietypiety
robinson parker pratt writings of parley P pratt
smith joseph F gospel doctrine
smith joseph F jr religious truths defined
smith joseph fielding answers to gospel questions

0 doctrines of salvation
& manelcan his origin and destiny

the progressprogProZ fofress manmar
the signs of the timestimetibestibetake heed t 0 yourselves
teachings of the prophet joseph smith
the way to perfection

talmage jamesjabes E articles of faith
the great apostasy

0 the2 house 1-

884
of

priesthood and church gove rnmentrement
A rational theologytheolog
antn undeunder r standablestan religiondable
discourses of brighamBrig youngyounharn

go thro

latter Is

of t
81181.1

gho st
20020.0 mas
43243.2

A C Q23223.2 s s
14714.7

theo
3.232

falli awa
11611.6 to diet
10510.5

4

39039.0

472672.6
or desti

5.353
s

4.242 to

es
4z1

he

1z6
government

1z6 0

per-
cent

Medliation

95
ilg
263

74
442

811
95

200
432
232
147

53
63
84

ilg
179

32
63

ilg
105
390
158
gli
726
316

53
179

42
653
337
863
421

884
95

126
337
432
126

21
305

9.595
11611.6
26326.3
7.474

44244.2

9.595

5.353
6.363
8.484

17917.9

6.363

15815.8
61161.1

31631.6

17917.9

65365.3
33733.7
86386.3

19019.0

9.595
33733.7
43243.2

2.121
30530.5
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APPENDIX C

BOOKS READ AND considered BY SEMMINARYSEMINARY TEACHERS
TO BE OF VALUE AS BASIC SOURCES WHICH WERE

NOT LISTED IN THE questionnaire

bible

american bible society new concordance to the holy bible
bailey albert and kent charles history of the hebrew commonwealth
barton bruce the book nobody knows
clark J reuben jr why the king james version
douglas J D the new bible dictionary
goodspeed edgar J the story of uhezhe bible
josephus flavius the life and works of flavius josephus
keller werner the bible as history
mackie george M bible manners and customs
may herbert gordon oxford bible atlas
national geographic magazine everyday lifeI in ancient times
peloubet francis N A dictionary of the bible
robinson 0 preston the dead sea scrolls and original christianity
smith joseph jr trans the holy scriptures inspired version
wight F H manners and customs of bible lands

old testament

black matthew the scrolls and christian originsorigin
dalby ezra C lands and leaders oi israel
gaster theodore H the dead sea scriptures
jacob maude beeley the message of the old testament
josephus flavius antiquities of the jews
ousler fulton the greatest book ever written
skousen W cleon fantastic victory

the third thousand years

nobo
K

e ne
TAT 0 xc SL jos ephus

his

ever

T

mess
t Jhe i ewsaws

1

0 the fourth thousand yearsyearsyea
snell

l
heber

s
C ancient israel its story and meaning

the book of jasherbasher
the ten commandments todaytodanrtoda MIMnr AI1 study course
washburn jesse A the stocystory of thefheunedhe oldoid01 testament
welker roy A the spiritual values of zhetheche old testament
wendt herbert in search of adam the story of mans quest for the

ruthtruth about his earliest ancestors

A number of other booksboors were listed butoutdut information was either
not complete enough or not accurate enough to positively identify them

books listed by many teachers

S mea
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I
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wekjre

ehe

ac

la
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APPENDIX C contd

old testament contd

west franklin discovering the old testament

new testament

barton bruce the man nobody knows
conybeare and how son the life and epistles of st paul
goodspeed edgar J paul
green doyle L he that liveth
guthrie donald new testament introduction
robinson ben the life of paul
smith jame s R the message the new testament
tanner obert C the new testament speaks
west franklin jesus his life and teachings
yarn david H the four gospels As one

book f mormon

farnsworth dewey book of mormon evidences in ancient america
the americas before columbus

hansen L taylor he walked the americas
hawkes john douglas book of mormon digest
hunter milton R archaeology and the book mormon

christ jm ancient america
messages for exaltation gospel doctrine text
nibley hugh since cumorah
ricks eldin book of mormon commentarycommentarcommenter

book mormon study guide
sperry sidney problems of the book of mormon
washburn jessee A an approach to the study of book of mormon

geographygeograph
west jack H trial of the stick of joseph

pearl oiof great price

none

doctrine and covenants

doxey roy W the doctrine and covenants speaks
doctrine and covenants study guide

books listed by many teachers

howson epistlesastles

me s s of

he gos elseis

of

of
in

of stud

S

jose

S

listedby

Dis coveri

Geo graph

listedby
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parleparie

Everleveriastiastl
S prophecy key t the future

dyer alvin R the meaning of truth
eberhard ernest what shall we do with love
kirkham oscar A say the good word
madsen truman G eternal man
mckinley lynn A the spirit giveth lifepratt parley P A voice of warning
richards legrand A marvelous work and A wonder
skousen W cleon prophecy and modern times

books listed by many teachers

perseciperseli
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ABSTRACT

I1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

this study was conducted in an attempt to determine as far

as possible the extent of the subjectmattersubject preparationmatter of fulltimefull

seminary

time

teachers in the areas of book of mormon old testament

new testament and church history and doctrine the study

attempted to determine subjectmattersubject preparationmatter only insofar as it

was indicated by college credits received extent of study in the stan-

dard works reported books read and other experiences considered

valuable which were reported

II11 METHODS AND procedures

A questionnaire was developed which was designed to yield

the desired information this questionnaire was administered to a

random sample of fulltimefull seminarytime teachers who had taught semi-

nary for five years or less the teachers were grouped according to

the number of years they had taught seminary and a proportionate

number were selected from each group of the 111 teachers included

in the sample 95 or 85.7857 percent responded to the questionnaire

an attempt was also made to find a standard of comparison

that could be used to make a meaningful evaluation of the data gathered

in FINDINGS AND conclusions

1 all of the teachers who responded to this study had college

degrees nearly 30 percent did not have teaching certificates but it

deter inelne
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I1 let4leta

was indicated that most of these were not teachingI classes for which

high school credit was allowed or they had receivereceived letters of

authorization to teach credit classes eightyelgh percentcy of the teachers

indicated that they had participated in the seminary teacher training

program at brigham young university or one of the institutes

2 the average or mean number of semester hours of col-

lege credit received by the teachers in this study in the subjects

taught in seminary was low when compared with the subjectmattersubject

requirements

matter

for teaching in the public schools the mean number

of semester hours for each subject was as follows church history and

doctrine 6.09560956095 hours book of mormon 29582.9582958 hours new testament

24632.463 hours and old testament 15681.568 hours the mean for the

number of semester hourshour in these four subjects was 1278912.789 hours

3 teachers in this study indicated that they had done less

study in the old testament than in any other of the standard works

nearly onehalfone ofhalf the teachers indicated that they felt rather competent

with the book of mormon but only about onefourthone offourth them felt this

way about the old testament and the new testament

4 from a basic list of 137 books listed in the questionnaire

the teachers indicated that they had read or used extensively as

resources a mean of 29 28 books

5 nearly all of the teachers responding to this study indi-

cated that they had benefittedbene infitted understandingunderstandincrunderstandin of subject matter from

filling a fulltimefull missiontime for the church more than twothirdstwo ofthirds

2

e r s

2 958

2 463 1 068 hou-a s

S 4jn 12 789

less

4
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laryiary c

irmanirban adisadib

auxilaubil classeslasses had

helped them various other experiences were also listed

6 it was concluded that most of the teachers involved in this
c

study were rather well prepared for their teaching assignments insofar

as their pedagogical training was involved but that they were lacking

in adequate subjectmatter preparation

APPROVED
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